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Extent of It is difficult to determine the extent to which agricultural
land was enclosed for the sake of improved farming in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. A survey of England was
made in 1517, and the returns of the Commission covering
a period of thirty years have been preserved1, but their
evidence is not easily interpreted. Sometimes the decay
of households is definitely attributed to the conversion of
arable into pasture. At other times, however, we are merely
told that houses of husbandry, that is, farm-houses, have
decayed without any reason assigned. It has been assumed
that in the latter case the land was enclosed for purposes of
tillage2. If this hypothesis is correct the results are certainly
striking. It implies that in Berkshire no less than three-
fifths of the enclosures were made for arable cultivation,
and only two-fifths for grazing; in Lincolnshire two-fifths
for arable, in Bedfordshire one-third, in Oxfordshire one-
fourth; and in some parts the whole district3. The con-
clusion would follow that " the agricultural revolution was
not simply a movement of enclosure to pasture1', but that
" the enclosure of arable was a movement contemporary
with that of conversion to pasture "4. A further conclusion
would be that the enclosure of arable was accompanied by
the consolidation (engrossing) of small farms into large ones,
and by the eviction of tenants from their holdings, as in
the case of sheep-farming. " The new methods of arable
cultivation involved ... a reduction in the number of
persons employed"5. These conclusions seem hardly ten-
able. It is unlikely that the enclosure of land for the
sake of improved husbandry was carried to any very large
extent in the sixteenth century. The fact that the returns
do not in each case mention the conversion of arable into
pasture does not prove that no conversion took place, for
repeated repetition of the clause would be wearisome6. As
to depopulation Tusser and Fitzherbert distinctly claim, as
1 The Domesday of Inclosures, 1517-1518 (ed. I. S. Leadam, 1897).
a Ibid. i. 37.                                8 Ibid. i. 92, 245, 321 ; ii. 456.
* Ibid. i. 35, 92.    Similarly, Nasse, Agricultural Community, 81.
1 Domesday of Inclosures, i. 36.
1 Cf. E. F. Gay, " The Inquisitions of Depopulation in 1517 ", in Trans-
actions of the Royal Historical Society, N.S. xiv. 252 et passim.